
62 SEEDS AND PLANTS Il\fPORTED.

red-stalked leaves are in t\VO 1'0\VS on the pendulous t,vigs. This tree is a
f;hy bearer in Egypt, prouably on account of the heat and the (lry air."
(Bi,rcher. )

45580. PERSEA Al\IERICANA Mill. Lanracere. Avocado.
(P. gratissitnn Gaertn. f.)

FroIn the city of Guatenl'ala, GuateInala. Seeds collecte(l by 1V[r. 'Vilson
Popenoe, Agricultnral Explorer for the Departulent of ....\griculture.
Received Decenlber 19, 1917.

A.vocado seeds introduced for stock purposes.

45581. lHIS ORIEXTALIS Mill. lridacere. Iris.
(I. orhroleltc(t L.)

FrOln Bellinghalll. 'VaHh. Bulbs presented hy .:\1r. C. T. Cflnfield. lleeeiyed
Decen1ber 20. 1917.

".A. species fronl high table-lands of Turkestan. I adIllire it nlore for foliag'e
effect. It delights in ~tiff ('lay ]o~lln." (Colltleld.)

One of the largest of the irises. The plants gro\v in strong ChUllpS; the leaves
are 2 to 3 feet long. 1 inch or lllore bro(1(l, and slightly gIn ncou~. 'rhe steIn is
3 f.eet tall, stout, teretp, about as long as the len yes, ,,'ith t,vo to three SIlicate
('lusters of flo\vers, the outer segulents of \vhich are obovate, 1 ineh board, as
long as the cla\v, yellow', paler or \vhite to\vard the Il1argin, and the inner seg
nlents oblong, 1 inch hroad, lenlon yello,,, to ,vhHish. It gro\ys in allnost any
situation. Natiye to .Asia ~1inor and Syria. (A.dapted fnHll Baile!!. StaHdard

Cyclopedia of HortiCUlture, 1.'01 • .'3, p. 1678.)

I{eceivec1 as Iris fligonteo.

45582 and 45583.
F'rOlll ~fadrid, Spain. Seeds presented by the director of the Botanic

Garden. I{eeeived DC'eeIllller 11, 1017.

45582. CONvoLvuLrs SCA1tLMONIA L. Conyolvnlacere. Scamnlony.

The plant has a large, tapering, fleshy root, 3 to 4 feet long, 9 to 12 inches
in circlllnference, an(l abounding in a nlilkJ' juice. It is this jnice, in a
concentrated fOrIn, ,vhich constitutes the drug called SCallllnony. In
its Ille<licinal action SCanll110ny is a yiolput IHll'gatiye a11<1 i~ therefore
sel(l(Hll used except along \vith other cathartics, by \yhich its action is
Initigated and theirs IH·ollloted. Native to Syria and the Levant.
(A.(laptetl froIn Ifofl.(f, r,cllefalJle I('ingdonl, p. 536.)

45583. PAIUETARIA OFFI('INALIS L. Urticacefe.

A_ bushy plant frol11 12 to 18 inches high, \vith re(ldish brittle stenls,
oblong-ovate dull-gTepn leaves, nIHl tufts of slllall gTPpni~h tio\vpl's ill the
axils of the uPIH~r leaves. It i~ sOlnetiInes used as a potherb. 'Vhile the
ashes of the plant are said to contain a quantity of niter. its Inedicinal
properties are almost negligible. The proportion of potassiulll nitrate
,vhich it contains is really too inconsiderable to enter seriously into
account; nevertheless, it passes for an emollient and diuretic and as
such has sOInetilnes been prescribed in diseases in \vhich intlanllllatioll is
to be reduced. ( ....\dapted frOI11 Lindley, Treasury of Botan!!, p. 8-16;
Na·tionnl Standard Di.spensotory, 1/. 1613~' and lIeraud, Dict-lounai-Te de8

Plantes 1lledic1'na[e8, p. 458.)


